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Robert J. Troknya passed away on December 12, 2021, at Sentara Northern
Virginia Medical Center, in Woodbridge, VA at the age of 89. Robert was born
on August 2, 1932. He was born and raised in Clay Center, Ohio. He was the
eldest of four children. 

After high school he attended Bowling Green University, graduating with a
degree in business. While in college Robert joined the ROTC. Upon
graduation, he made the decision to make military service a career. After
commissioning as an officer in the Army he met his wife, Vonne Delle Johnson
in Chicago. They were married for 65 years and raised four daughters. 

 

During his time in the service, he was a veteran of both the Korean and
Vietnam Wars. He was an honor graduate from the Special Forces Warfare
School and later deployed to Iran. He rose to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel
and retired after 24 years of service. 

 

After his retirement from the Army, he had a successful career in finance and
insurance, earning the Blue Vase Award. During his later years, he received
great joy from becoming a popular substitute teacher for Prince William
County Schools, primarily at a middle school. There he was known as “Mr. T.”
by the students and was often recognized and greeted by students when he
was out and about. 



Throughout his life he was an avid sportsman, enjoying pursuits such as
fishing, hunting, boating, rock hunting, and gardening. Robert’s sense of
service continued in his later years through his support of various charities,
including becoming a founding member of The National Museum of the United
States Army. 

 

He was preceded in death by his younger sister, Nancy, and his beloved
grandson, Douglas. He is survived by his wife Vonne and his four daughters -
Kimberly (Mark) Cross, Roberta (Robbie) Phillips, Rebecca (Joe) Piemontese,
and Mary Beth (Randy) Spaulding; 12 grandchildren; and 20 great-
grandchildren (with two more expected in 2022). 

 

A memorial service will be held at Miller Funeral Home on Thursday,
December 30, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. An interment with full military honors will be
held at Arlington National Cemetery at a later date. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations may be made to Wounded
Warriors Project woundedwarriorproject.org or Tunnel to Towers Foundation
t2t.org .



Cemetery Details

Arlington National Cemetery

Previous Events

Memorial Service

DEC 30. 4:00 PM (ET)

Miller Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc.
3200 Golansky Blvd.
Woodbridge, VA 22192
703-878-CARE (2273)
https://millerfuneralhome.net/
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Tina Snider-Venis - December 31, 2021 at 12:01 PM

I came to visit one summer for a few days. Drove there by myself.
Uncle Bob and I went to see a movie. We had the entire theater to
ourselves. He said that he rented it just for us. Lol. I also talked with
him on the phone not to long ago. He told me about his school
teaching days. He was great story teller. Thinking of all my cousins
and Aunt Vonne praying for strength as you grieve.

David Krawchuk - December 22, 2021 at 11:35 AM

“Bang, Bang, Bang, Bang! Four shots ripped into my groin and I
was off on the greatest adventure of my life!” These were the words
that Bob and I would recite after the truck was loaded and before we
would depart for our next fishing or hunting trip. We shared many
good adventures together. He will be missed by many. He is now on
the Greatest Adventure of all.

Jeff Snider - December 18, 2021 at 04:30 PM

Keeping your families in our thoughts and prayers . Though mom
cannot attend services she will be there in her heart . May you all
have peace in knowing he is eternally loved .
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Gregg Troknya - December 16, 2021 at 01:57 PM

Our trips to Ocean City Maryland will always be some of my fondest
memories. Fair winds and following seas Sir. 

  
Your Marine nephew. 

 Gregg

Kim Cross - December 15, 2021 at 10:07 PM

5 files added to the tribute wall

MaryBeth Spaulding - December 15, 2021 at 06:41 PM

8 files added to the album Robert James Troknya



MaryBeth Spaulding - December 15, 2021 at 06:38 PM

5 files added to the album Robert James Troknya


