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An incredibly good man, Ricardo (Ric) Fernandez, passed away on August
30, 2021. He was born on August 18, 1941, in New Eagle, PA, and passed
away in Columbus, OH where he had gone to celebrate his 80th birthday with
family. Ric was preceded in death by his parents, Amador and Anita
Fernandez and his sister, Maria Horton, all of Donora, PA. 

Ric is survived by his wife, Kathleen (Kathy) Matty Fernandez and their
children: # 1 Daughter, Lisa (Rick) Knudson, and their loving children Erik, Ian,
and Ellie of Lake Ridge, VA; his son Carlos (Colleen) Fernandez and their
children Panthea and Aiden of Martinez, GA; his devoted son Joseph (Dr.
Lydia Emmeline) and their three adorable canine children Stevie, Cara, and
Virgil; and his Hawai’ian family Tracy, Glen, and Jaron Yoshikane. 

 

Ric joined the Navy at age 19, and “after four years of being seasick,” went to
California University of Pennsylvania, where he majored in math. Upon
graduation, he took a position as a computer programmer with the DoD in
Washington, DC, and his first child, Lisa, was born. In 1969 he took his young
family to Pearl City, Hawaii, where Carlos was born, and they stayed until
1983. From there, they moved with DoD to London, England, and Joseph was
born. 

 

They loved to travel, but Ric’s focus was on family and career. They moved to



Burke, VA in 1986. Over the course of the next 25 years, Ric worked for the
DoD, White House Communication Agency (WHCA), DNI and numerous other
alphabet organizations in the Washington area as an Oracle DBA. He retired
in 2011 to garden and explore the world with his beloved wife of 54 years. 

 

“I’ve been blessed,” he said daily. He spent years taking his children to soccer,
track, baseball, basketball, and Tae Kwon Do practices and games. He visited
children and grandchildren, grew fantastic tomatoes, and traveled “From
Iceland to Molokai,” Alaska to Antarctica, and Spain to Turkey. Ric often snuck
treats to neighbors’ dogs, talked politics with family and friends, learned about
astronomy, astrophysics, or ancient civilizations, rooted for Liverpool Soccer
Club, called his children’s best friends to discuss new ideas, and, in general,
loved life. 

 

Ric was the head of a house built on love, and he thanked God for every
minute. He had a kind and generous heart. Ric will be more than missed; he
will be loved forever. 

 

Donations in Ric's memory can be made to https://fisherhouse.org/



Tribute Wall



LH

AS

January 12, 2023 at 12:00 PM

Ricardo (Ric) Fernandez

Lynne Hobbs - September 27, 2021 at 04:39 PM

Kathy- what a lovely tribute to Ric. I know you loved him dearly, and
treasured the time you spent with him. Know that your friends and
family are all around you to support you, now and in the future. 

 Lynne

Amy Park & Thomas Seabury - September 25, 2021 at 03:59 PM

Kathy, our hearts were broken with the news of Ric’s passing. It’s
really hard to believe he is no longer with us but he will always have
a special place in our hearts. Ric had a tough exterior but was really
a soft hearted loving person. I can still vividly remember our last
gathering at Monterey Bay Canners here in Hawaii. We had such a
good time, you both got to meet Tom and who would have thought
that would be the last time I’d get to hug Ric? Our thoughts and
prayers are with you, Lisa, Carlos, Joseph and all your
grandchildren at this time. Lots of love and aloha, Amy and Tom
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Patricia Brostek - September 24, 2021 at 11:43 AM

My dear friend Kathy, I am so sorry for the monumental loss you
and your family have endured. I met Ric just once, when you picked
up some irises from the farmhouse. He and Michael had a great
conversation while I gave you a tour of the house. I hope that when
those regal flowers bloom they will bring a smile to your heart as
you recall Ric's delight in them. Know that you all are in my prayers.
Love, 

 Pat and Michael Brostek


