Gary Donavan Bales
February 7, 1945 - January 19, 2023

Gary Donavan Bales Sr. was born February 7, 1945, in Washington, DC and
is the son of the late Thomas Buchanan Bales and Elsie Marie Haney Bales of
Pearisburg, VA. Gary was preceded in death by his parents, two sisters
Margaret and Barbara, and brother, Rodney.

Gary grew up in Franconia, VA. After attending Robert E. Lee High School, he
went to work for Kasun Oldsmobile from 1965 to 1969. He left Kasun to work
at Stohlman Oldsmobile, where he would remain a hard working and loyal
employee for years to come. Gary was drafted into the United States Army on
December 15th, 1970 and was a proud Vietnam veteran. He was honorably
discharged in September 1972 from Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Following his
Army service, he returned to work as a car mechanic at Stohlman Oldsmobile.
Gary worked at Stohlman Oldsmobile until it was sold to Mercedes-Benz in
2002. He officially retired on May 1, 2015 from Mercedes-Benz of Alexandria.

On July 8, 1978, he married his beloved wife, Debra Ann Rother Bales. They
had one child together, their son Gary Donovan Bales Jr. Gary Sr. and Debra
were married 44 years and lived in Woodbridge, VA.

Above all else, he was a loving husband, a proud father, and wonderful friend.
He loved his family deeply and would do anything for them. He was an
experienced mechanic and avid “car guy” who could spend hours talking to



others about all things car related. His other hobbies included fishing, hunting,
boating, and watching his favorite sports teams, the Washington Redskins and
Nationals. Gary enjoyed hosting parties for family and friends, decorating the
house for the holidays, and working on his son's modified cars. Also, no
summer was complete without a drive up to the Wharf in Washington D.C. to
buy oysters and blue crabs to feast on at home.

He had a love for animals, especially his dogs which consisted of Norwegian
Elkhounds and a Shiba Inu. Gary was also a very talented artist with a sharp
eye for detail. Not to mention a great dancer too, which was a skill he shared
with his sister, Barbara.

Despite suffering a variety of physical health problems in the past several
years, Gary persevered through it all with a strong determination to not let it
hold him back from doing the things he loved to do. His strength and ableness
to bounce back from many surgeries and illnesses was a marvel to his family
and caretakers.

Gary Donovan Bales, Sr, 77, of Woodbridge, VA, peacefully passed away on
Thursday, January 19, 2023, at UVA Prince William Medical Center,
Manassas, VA. He is dearly missed by his family who cherish the time they
had together, and he will forever be in their hearts.



Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 26. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

Miller Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc.
3200 Golansky Blvd.

Woodbridge, VA 22192
703-878-CARE (2273)
https://millerfuneralhome.net/

Funeral Service

JAN 26. 12:00 PM - 12:30 PM (ET)

Miller Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc.
3200 Golansky Blvd.

Woodbridge, VA 22192
703-878-CARE (2273)
https://millerfuneralhome.net/

Graveside Service

JAN 26. 1:00 PM - 1:30 PM (ET)

Quantico National Cemetery
18424 Joplin Rd

Triangle, VA 22172-1636
(703) 221-2183


https://millerfuneralhome.net/
https://millerfuneralhome.net/

Tribute Wall

Goodbye Dad. So sorry | was not there and | could not tell you one
last time how much | did love you. God bless.

Deneen Kellison - April 20, 2024 at 11:58 AM

Debbie, my deepest sympathies to you and your family. My
thoughts are with all of you and | hope your memories bring you
some comfort at this time and in the moments to come.

Tanya Eppley

Tanya Eppley - January 26, 2023 at 11:05 AM

| have known Debbie since 1973, not too many years later met
Gary, both was with me when | had my daughter and son, then the
two were married and we became family! Many memories to list but
my current memory was recently at Gary Jr wedding, Gary was
proud to be there to see his son getting married, to watch him and
Deb slow dance and to be able to dance with his new daughter in
law Carolina, these memories will be forever held close to my heart!
RIP! Gary never to be forgoftten

Karen Daniel - January 25, 2023 at 07:40 PM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Gary Donavan Bales.

January 25, 2023 at 11:51 AM


https://www.millerfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.millerfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Gary Donavan Bales.

January 25, 2023 at 11:29 AM

You will be missed Gary. You were a good friend and brother-in-law.

-Deb and Jim Trent

Deborah J Trent - January 25, 2023 at 10:05 AM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Gary Donavan Bales.

January 25, 2023 at 09:15 AM

So very sorry for your loss Debbie and Gary.

Colleen Hyser - January 24, 2023 at 11:36 PM


https://www.millerfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.millerfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.millerfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.millerfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

All of us at Orndorff & Spaid, Inc. purchased the
Enduring Grace for the family of Gary Donavan
Bales.

All of us at Orndorff & Spaid, Inc. - January 24, 2023 at 11:23
AM

Gary, you will be greatly missed by all that knew you. You will be in

my heart forever.

Steven Carrick - January 24, 2023 at 11:09 AM

Steve & Ericka Carrick purchased the Enchanted
Cottage for the family of Gary Donavan Bales.

Steve & Ericka Carrick - January 24, 2023 at 11:03 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Gary Donavan Bales.

January 24, 2023 at 10:23 AM


https://www.millerfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.millerfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.millerfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.millerfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.millerfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.millerfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.millerfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Gary Donavan Bales.

January 23, 2023 at 05:20 PM


https://www.millerfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.millerfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

